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Joe Goethals

CITY OF SAN MATEO
Special Meeting Minutes

City Council

City Hall
330 W. 20th Avenue
San Mateo CA 94403

www.cityofsanmateo.org

 
Monday, February 1, 2021

Remote 5:30 PM
Special Meeting  

CALL TO ORDER This meeting is being held under the provisions of State of California Governor Gavin Newsom’s 
Executive Order N-29-20; in which Brown Act regulations are relaxed to allow members to remote in due to the 
Coronavirus Covid-19 health emergency.

Roll Call
 Remote:    Mayor Rodriguez, Deputy Mayor Bonilla, Council Members: Papan, Lee and Goethals

STUDY SESSION 
1. Evaluation of Downtown Uses

Planning Manager Sailesh Mehra and Acting Senior Planner Rendell Bustos provided a presentation on potential 
near-term adjustments to the locational requirements and range of uses allowed downtown as a result of 
stakeholder outreach, the pandemic, and an increasing number of ground floor vacancies. Council asked questions 
of staff. Public Comment – Lisa Diaz Nash commented that all areas should be studied and San Mateo needs to 
decide what it wants to be known for; Kevin Cullinane commented on difficulties with retail on ground floors; and 
Lew Cohen, B Street Books, commented on the need for more retail in downtown. 

Council discussion ensued with comments including the need to be flexible in the short-term to help with 
vacancies yet be mindful of not imbedding something that becomes a long-term issue; give more flexibility to the 
zoning administrator; clarification that the stakeholders includes businesses, property owners, and residents – all 
of the community; a study is needed of downtown usages and that should be part of the General Plan 
conversation; look at usages that generate revenue and activities in the downtown that generate revenue; look at 
both short-term and long-term solutions together; a need to streamline the procedures; examine the underlying 
causes of what is driving rent increases; look at how e-commerce has changed retail; look at financial institutions 
placement in downtown; length of leases; and Property Business Improvement District. The City Council provided 
feedback that the downtown study as well as other retail areas be undertaken as part of the General Plan process. 

2. Cyber-Security Report
Information Technology Director Pete Owen provided an informational report on the City’s cyber-security 
protection measures as recommended by the San Mateo County Grand Jury report on ransomware. There were 
no questions or public comment. Council commended the report and expressed appreciation for all that the 
Information Technology Department is doing to protect the City. 

CLOSED SESSION
Following the opportunity for public comment, there were no comments, Council convened into closed session to 
consider:

3. Conference with Legal Counsel-Existing Litigation
(Paragraph (1) of Subdivision (d) of Government Code Section 54956.9) Workers' Compensation Claim(s)
Elga Perez Rubio
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ADJOURNMENT - The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

APPROVED BY:                                                        SUBMITTED BY:

                                                                                                                                                 
Eric Rodriguez, Mayor                                                   Patrice M. Olds, City Clerk


